
COUNTERPOISE
  for social responsibilities, liberty, and dissent		         $17.00	 Volume 12, Number 4	                     Fall 2008

Looking back at Counterpoise

Analyzing President Barack Obama’s victory and what it could 
mean for the United States

Special Issue: The Election



The alternative press is an enormous body of books, pam-
phlets, magazines, zines, and audiovisual and electronic ma-
terials presenting socially responsible knowledge, points of 
view, and choices. Its ideas and publications are often ignored, 
misrepresented, or suppressed by corporate and government 
media, and are overlooked by schools, universities, and librar-
ies worldwide. Counterpoise describes, criticizes, defends, and 
promotes these publications and products against this bias.

For its first years (volume 1, number 1 – volume 4, number 
2; January 1997 – April 2000) Counterpoise (ISSN 1092-
0714) was published by the Alternatives in Print Task Force 
of the American Library Association’s Social Responsibilities 
Round Table. Volume 4, numbers 3 and 4 (July and October 
2000) were published by CRISES Press, Inc. Beginning with 
volume 5, number 1 (January 2001), Counterpoise became a 
project of the Civic Media Center and Library, Inc., a not-for-
profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, alternative library and reading 
room in Gainesville, Florida. Since the Fall of 2001 the maga-
zine has operated as a collective. Beginning with volume 8, 
number 1/2, (Winter/Spring 2004) Counterpoise incorporates 
Librarians at Liberty (ISSN 1069-0832). Counterpoise and Li-
brarians at Liberty are indexed in Alternative Press Index and 
Book Review Index. Their articles are accessible through the 
full-text database Alt-PressWatch and on microfilm from Pro-
Quest, www.proquest.com (formerly University Microfilms). 

Send all correspondence to: 
	 Counterpoise 
	 1716 SW Williston Road
	 Gainesville, FL 32608-4049, USA  
	 352 / 335-2200  
	 editor@counterpoise.info
	 www.counterpoise.info

Copyright © 2008–2009 by Civic Media Center and Library, Inc.
Materials in this journal may be reprinted at will for non-profit 
purposes, except for articles, reviews, graphics, and other 
materials subject to copyright by their creators or previous 
publishers, in which case all rights are reserved. For other re-
printing, photocopying, or translating, please write to the editor.

Founding Editor
Charles Willett

Managing Editor 
 Deborah Swerdlow

Editors
Melissa Burat, Blakely Christopher, 

John Lockett, Kate McIntyre, Alyssa Nobles, 
Chelsea Rogers, Ryan Taub, Charles Willett

Contributing Editors and Supporters
Byron Anderson, Sanford Berman

Cover 
Artwork by John Lockett,

Original image from Wikimedia Commons

C O U N T E R P O I S E
for social 

responsibilities, 
liberty, and dissent

2009 SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Send check (US dollars) payable to Counterpoise, 1716 SW Williston Road, 
Gainesville, FL 32608-4049 USA, or visit www.counterpoise.info. USA RATES: Institutions, $80; Individuals, $50, 
Low income, $30; Single copy, $17; Other Countries: Surface, add $20;  Airmail, add $30. Back Issues: Write the 
editor; complete retrospective runs and individual issues are available.

Vol. 12, No. 4       Fall 2008



C O N T E N T S

Advisory 
Board

James P. Danky

Chris Dodge

Jennifer Flinn

Jenna Freedman

Kristin Hoyer

James Jacobs

Rebecca Pernell

Toni Samek

Kristie Soares

Chip Stewart

Richard M. Uttich

ShinJoung Yeo

Editorial
Editor’s Notes.........................................................................4
Letters and Messages..........................................................5

4
7

24

53

68

Features and Essays
Obama’s Victory: Fear and Hope.........................................7
Can We Talk About the Real Obama Now?......................9
Why Obama’s Futurama Can Wait: 
    Schools and Hospitals Should Come
    First in Any Stimulus Package........................................14
Obama’s Iranian Opening....................................................16
Deciphering Obama on Missile Defense...........................17
Great Expectations:
    Challenges for the Next Secretary of State...................19
A Disappointing-but-forgivable 
    Chief of Staff Appointment..............................................21
Labor’s High Hopes............................................................22

Resources
Book Reviews......................................................................38
Magazine Reviews..............................................................45

Librarians at Liberty
Volume 16, Number 4
The History of Counterpoise (Part I)............................54
Bibliographic Tools for the Alternative Press......................64

Indexes
Publisher/Distributor Index .................................................68
Author/Title/Reviewer Index ...............................................70
Subject Index......................................................................74  

A Reflective Look: Features and Essays
The Juggernaut: Obama and “the Elecular”................24
Not Yet at the Promised Land......................................27
Pride and Shame in American Politics.........................29
The Candidates: They’re Ambivalent and
    They Can’t Help It. No One Can..............................31

38


