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The alternative press is an enormous body of books, pam-
phlets, magazines, zines, and audiovisual and electronic ma-
terials presenting socially responsible knowledge, points of 
view, and choices. Its ideas and publications are often ignored, 
misrepresented, or suppressed by corporate and government 
media, and are overlooked by schools, universities, and librar-
ies worldwide. Counterpoise describes, criticizes, defends, and 
promotes these publications and products against this bias.

For its first years (volume 1, number 1 – volume 4, number 2; 
January 1997 – April 2000) Counterpoise (ISSN 1092-0714) 
was published by the Alternatives in Print Task Force of the 
American Library Association’s Social Responsibilities Round 
Table. Volume 4, numbers 3 and 4 (July and October 2000) 
were published by CRISES Press, Inc.  Beginning with vol-
ume 5, number 1 (January 2001), Counterpoise became a 
project of the Civic Media Center and Library, Inc., a not-for-
profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, alternative library and reading 
room in Gainesville, Florida. Since the Fall of 2001 the maga-
zine has operated as a collective. Beginning with volume 8, 
number 1/2, (Winter/Spring 2004) Counterpoise incorporates 
Librarians at Liberty (ISSN 1069-0832). Counterpoise and Li-
brarians at Liberty are indexed in Alternative Press Index and 
Book Review Index. Their articles are accessible through the 
full-text database Alt-PressWatch and on microfilm from Pro-
Quest, www.proquest.com (formerly University Microfilms). 
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